SOME ACCIDENTALS OF THE CHURCH
greatly hastened by the Reformation, but it has
only culminated in quite recent times. It was a
strange illusion indeed that captured the im-
agination of men in the middle of last century
and was most strikingly evident at the time
of the Great Exhibition. Perhaps it was not
unnatural to suppose that the discoveries of
science, the diffusion of knowledge, the growth
of communications, would lead to an approach
to the brotherhood of man ; but the exact
contrary has been the case* Education has
intensified diversities, if only by fomenting the
revival of dying languages and fanning the
embers of historical controversies. Communica-
tions have brought men easily together in asso-
ciations and conferences for the accentuation of
racial differences and the embitterment of
national antagonisms. The subsequent success
of nationalist aspirations has extended the
number and narrowed the boundaries of fiscal
units. The discoveries of science have multi-
plied and rendered far more terrible the mechan-
ism of human destruction.
Such is the state of Europe to-day. Just as its
latest phase was not caused by religious disunion,
so there seems little chance, humanly speaking,
that a community in the Faith (or in any belief)
will do much for unity. Certainly between
individual Catholics it is a great bond of charity,
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